Lord, Help Us to See
One of the most persistent themes running through the Gospels is the difference between looking and truly seeing. Many people look directly at Jesus, hear his words, and witness his works, yet never recognize who stands before them. Strangely, those who should recognize him most easily—religious leaders, teachers of Scripture, and respected members of society—often fail to understand him. Meanwhile, the people whom society overlooks, silences, or condemns are frequently the ones who see Jesus most clearly.

Blind Bartimaeus recognizes Jesus as the “Son of David” while the sighted crowd tries to silence him. The Samaritan woman gradually recognizes Jesus as the Messiah while others dismiss her because of her history, ethnicity, and gender. A woman known publicly as a sinner recognizes the mercy of Christ while Simon the Pharisee sees only her reputation. At the crucifixion, when many of Jesus’ followers have fled, a Roman centurion—an outsider and representative of the occupying empire—looks upon the dying Jesus and confesses, “Truly this man was God’s Son.”

The irony is unmistakable: those who possess physical sight often remain spiritually blind, while those considered blind, sinful, unclean, or insignificant are sometimes the first to recognize Christ.

John 9 gives us the clearest example. Jesus heals a man who had been blind from birth. As the story progresses, the formerly blind man sees Jesus with increasing clarity. At first, he calls Jesus simply “the man.” Later, he calls him a prophet. Then he declares that Jesus must be from God. Finally, he calls Jesus “Lord” and worships him.

At the same time, the religious authorities move in the opposite direction. They know the Scriptures. They possess theological education, institutional authority, and functioning eyes. Yet with every question they ask, they become more resistant to what God is doing. The blind man receives both physical and spiritual sight, while those who claim to see become increasingly blind.

The problem is not a lack of evidence. The healed man is standing directly before them. Their problem is that acknowledging the truth would require them to surrender their certainty. They would have to reconsider their understanding of God, their interpretation of the law, and their judgment of the man they had dismissed. Rather than allow Jesus to transform their vision, they attempt to force Jesus into categories they already control.

This is one of the great spiritual dangers facing religious people. We can know the correct language about Jesus without truly seeing him. We can quote Scripture, confess the creed, attend worship, and defend Christian teaching while remaining blind to Christ’s presence among us. We may know what Christianity says while losing sight of who Jesus is.

Martin Luther taught that faith is not primarily an intellectual achievement or a spiritual accomplishment. Faith is trust in the promise of God revealed in Jesus Christ. We do not save ourselves by learning to see more clearly than everyone else. Christ comes to us while we are still blind. Through the Word, the Holy Spirit opens our eyes. In Baptism, Christ claims us before we can fully understand him. At the Lord’s Table, he places his grace directly into our empty hands.

Faith begins not with our ability to see Jesus, but with the astonishing discovery that Jesus has already seen us.

Zacchaeus climbs a tree because he wants to see Jesus, but the greater moment comes when Jesus looks up and sees him. Bartimaeus cries from the roadside while the crowd tries to silence him, but Jesus hears him and calls him forward. The woman suffering from years of bleeding tries to disappear into the crowd after touching Jesus’ garment, but Jesus refuses to allow her to remain anonymous. The Samaritan woman comes to the well carrying the burden of her history, but Jesus sees her whole life and speaks to her with truth and grace.

Again and again, Jesus sees the people whom everyone else has learned not to see.

This is the Gospel: before we recognized Christ, Christ recognized us. Before we called upon him, he called us by name. Before we understood grace, grace came looking for us. Our salvation rests not upon the strength of our spiritual vision but upon the faithfulness of the Savior who refuses to look away.

This also shapes how we see one another. If Christ sees those whom society overlooks, then the church must learn to see them too. We are called to notice the lonely person sitting by themselves, the neighbor whose story has been reduced to a rumor, the child who feels invisible, the grieving person everyone assumes has recovered, the struggling family too embarrassed to ask for help, and the stranger who wonders whether there is a place for them among us.

We do this not as spiritually superior people rescuing the unfortunate, but as people who know what it means to be found by grace. The church is not a gathering of people who see perfectly. It is a gathering of people who continually ask Christ to open their eyes.

The law exposes how selectively we see. We notice people who resemble us, affirm us, or can help us. We look past those who inconvenience us, challenge us, or make us uncomfortable. The Gospel, however, announces that Christ sees us completely—our beauty and our brokenness, our faith and our fear, our love and our sin—and still comes near. Because we have been seen with such mercy, we are freed to look upon others with mercy.

Perhaps the question Jesus places before us is not simply, “What are you looking at?” The deeper question is, “What prevents you from seeing?”

Do our assumptions prevent us from seeing? Does fear cloud our vision? Does pride persuade us that we already understand everything? Have political loyalties, religious certainty, or social prejudice taught us to look at people without truly seeing them? Are we so busy deciding who deserves God’s grace that we fail to recognize what God is doing?

Every week, Christ gathers us around Word and Sacrament to restore our sight. He forgives our blindness, redirects our attention, and teaches us to see the world through the eyes of mercy. Then he sends us back into that world to notice those who have been forgotten and to bear witness to the grace we have received.

Our prayer, then, is simple:
Lord Jesus, you see us completely and love us still. Open our eyes so that we may recognize you, trust your mercy, and truly see the people you place before us. Amen.
