7th Sunday of Easter
May 17, 2026

Traditional Service

)] MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH

We welcome you to The Traditional Service this morning
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Our Mission:
Glorifying God through our worship, our witness, our service,

and our support

Our Vision:
To build and strengthen the body of Christ

Holy Communion

To help you feel more comfortable please know that all baptized Christians
who believe in the real presence of Christ in the sacrament and have
already received Holy Communion in your home church, are welcome to
come to the altar and receive Holy Communion.

To receive the sacrament:

1. Communicant should receive the consecrated host from the Pastor
and then proceed to the Assisting Minister who will be standing
near the sanctuary pillar on whichever side of the church is being
communed to receive a prefilled communion cup;

2. If the communicant prefers the consecrated grape juice, they shall
receive that from the Pastor.

3. If you are unable to come forward, please let an usher know and the
pastor will bring Holy Communion to you.

Assisting at Worship:

Today May 24
Asst. Min. Brad Bresee Ray Bennett
Lector Laurie Hecht Laurie Hecht
Acolyte — —
Usher TBD TBD
Sound System TBD TBD
Video Brad Bresee Savanna Conner
Counters Laurie Hecht Linda Jones, Laurie Hecht
Altar Guild Sandy Hough, Candy Sprouse, Mary Rush, Bonnie Magee




Welcome/Announcements

Gathering Hymn O God, Beyond All Praising
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and  sing the love a- maz - ing that songscan-not re - pay;
1ts frag - ile bloom sur-ren - der to  you, theLord most high;
that ~ we who know your fa - vor may serve you as our King;
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we  hon - or and a - dore vyou, our great and might-y  Lord,
and  we throughhim are giv - en the fi - nal vic - to - 1y.
and make a joy-ful du - ty our sac-ri-fice of praise.



Kyrie (Lord, Have Mercy)

giﬁ:* g ¢ 5 9 9

| Havemer-cy on wus, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Havemer-cy on wus, Christ, and wash a- way our sin.

3 Havemer-cy on wus, Lord, make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word, it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r, cre - ate in us new hearts!
Glory to God
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| Glory be to God in heav-en; peace,good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.

3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a-tion, Fa-ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-ciousSav-ior, you have come from heav'n a- bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.

on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.

Je -sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saintsand an - gels bow be-fore you; here on earthour songswe raise.

Hear our prayer; re - store,for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.

For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!
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Greeting

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Let us Pray: O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us
and ascended to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each
other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into
your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C Amen Please be seated.

Lesson Acts 1:6-14

When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is
this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He
replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father
has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a
cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were
gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by
them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which
is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. When they had
entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were
staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas,
Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the
Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary
the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

A The Word of the Lord. £ Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation
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Al - le-lu - 1! Lord, we smng for  the good news that you bring.

Gospel Lesson John 17:1-11C
Glory to you, O Lord

After Jesus had spoken these words to his disciples, he looked up to
heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that
the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all
people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is
eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom you have sent. | glorified you on earth by finishing the
work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own
presence with the glory that | had in your presence before the world
existed.

“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from
the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have
kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is
from you, for the words that you gave to me | have given to them, and
they have received them and know in truth that | came from you, and
they have believed that you sent me. | am asking on their behalf; | am
not asking on behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you
gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are
mine, and | have been glorified in them. And now | am no longer in
the world, but they are in the world, and | am coming to you. Holy
Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that
they may be one, as we are one.”

A The Gospel of the Lord. 6C Praise to you, O Christ



MESSAGE

Hymn of the Day God is Here
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Nicene Creed

P Let us confess our faith with the word of the Nicene Creed:

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in
one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in
the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped
and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in
one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

A Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem
our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation....
Merciful God,

C receive our prayer.

P God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim

the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our
risen Savior.
C Amen.

Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And also with you.

P Let us offer one another a sign of Christ’s peace.
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Instrumental music while the Altar is being prepared

Offertory Hymn

Let the Vineyard Be Fruitful
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Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self
Let us pray. (brief pause) Merciful God,
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accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have
set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will
hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of
Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the
world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

Thanksgiving for Baptism
P Look, here is water!

C Here is our water of life, Alleluia!



P Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what
God has done for us.

C We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice
thundered over the deep and water became the essence of life.
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark carried your
creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the
dancing as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s
land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your
boundless baptismal life.

P Look, here is water!
C Here is our water of life, Alleluia!

The Great Thanksgiving
P The Lord be withyou. C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts. C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itisright to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord
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Eucharistic Prayer

...as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

...Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

...burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.

...blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
A Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

Lamb of God

e ==t

| O Lambof God ;you bearthe sin of  all theworlda - way,
2 O Lambof God,you bearthe sin of  all the world a - way,
3 O Lambof God,you bearthe sin of  all theworlda - way,
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray,
you setus free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray,

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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Distribution of Communion [sit]
Communion Music Instrumental

Post Communion Blessing

A The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and
keep us in his grace.

C Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

A Let us pray. (brief pause) Holy One,

C through this meal you have made your home among us and are
making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious
hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the
nations. In the name of Jesus. Amen

Blessing

P Alleluia! Christ is risen!

C Christis risen indeed! Alleluia!

P God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the
firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, +
bless you now and forever.

C Amen.
Sending Hymn Lift High the Cross
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{ Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain  trod,
2 All new - born ser - vants of the Cru-ci - fied
30 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo-rious tree,
4 So shall our song of tri - umph ev - er  be:
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our king vic - to - rous, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their  brows  the seal of him who died.
as thou  hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise  to the Cu - c¢i - fied for vic-to - 1y!

Dismissal

A Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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Announcements

Second Mile Giving is that stewardship we offer in addition to our
regular giving. For May Back to School Bash is our Second Mile Giving
beneficiary. Contributions may be made throughout the month by using the
vellow envelopes found in the pews. Your generosity is greatly appreciated!

§ N 7 esleyville Food Pantry: Please consider a financial gift. Checks
should be made payable to Messiah Lutheran Church marking “Food
Pantry” in the memo line.

Baby Bottle Tree: Last Day To help support Foster Care Children in the
Erie area, we will be collecting baby items, ages preemies to 18
months. Some bottles will have a monetary donation, made out to the
church, to reimburse purchases made.

Taize Service: Sunday, May 31 at 4:00 pm in the church. As part of our
alternative worship experiences, join us for a meditative and singing
liturgy at our Taizé worship. Taizé worship is a contemplative, music-driven
form of Christian prayer that grew out of the Taizé Community, an
ecumenical monastic community in Taizé, France. It emphasizes silence,
simple repeated songs, and space for personal, interior prayer rather than
preaching or long spoken sermons.

§ N 7 esleyville Food Pantry Volunteers Needed

May 18 at 10:00am to unload food delivery.

May 19 at 10:00-11:00am & 5:00-6:00pm for regular food
distribution.
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH
3-YEAR VISION
APPROVED - 2025 to 2027

WORSHIP

Technology

Add Screens in sanctuary
Update website

Obtain Hearing Assisted Devices

Music Ministry
Build out the Band

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY
Bubble Church
School Day Off Camp
Milestone Ministry

PROPERTY
Fix Front Electronic Sign
Repair/Purchase Boiler
Plumbing Upgrades/Restrooms
Buy New Freezer

IN-REACH
Recruit and Train More Volunteer
Train in-home communion ministry

EDUCATION

Bible Study (Adult and Children) - have more options

OUTREACH
Maintain Community Garden
Continue Back to School Bash

Start?

(DONE)

(ongoing)
(DONE)

(2025)

(ongoing)
(On hold)
(On hold)

(DONE)
(DONE)
(2027)

(DONE)

(2025)
(2025)

(2025-2027)

(ongoing)
(ongoing)

Continue participation in Community National Night Out (ongoing)

FELLOWSHIP
Explore more group events

(ongoing)

Continue to grow OWLs ministry (spiritually and fellowship) (ongoing)

Lutheran Walkers
15
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This Week at the Church

(See Newsletter for More Detail)

Office Hours :Monday Closed, Tuesday 10:00am-5:00pm,
Wednesday Closed, Thursday 10:00am-5:00pm,
Friday 10:00am-5:00pm

Sun. 5/17 7th Sunday of Easter
8:30 and 11:00AM Service of Holy Communion
Mon. 6:30PM Guided Meditation
Tues. 10:00AM Sewing Circle
Thu. 10:00AM Grateful Prayer Group-CC
6:00PM Church Council
7:30PM NA Group
Fri. 7:30PM AA
Sun. 5/24 Pentecost Sunday
8:30 and 11:00AM Service of Holy Communion

Portions of this bulletin are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006. Used by
permission of Augsburg Fortress license #8102-L. Other portions are from Sundays and Seasons, copyright
© 2025 Augsburg Fortress. Some music reprinted from With One Voice, © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used
by Permission. Reprinted under OnelLicense.net #A-711684. Used by permission CCLI License #253409



